
Peoria Public Schools Foundation 

Five-Year Report 2015 

 
 

This “Five-Year Report” looks into achievements of the past five years and sets goals for the future. 
 

 This report summarizes the many great leaps forward led by a 

Devoted board and fueled by hundreds of donors who believe in our mission. 
 

 

Who we are.  

The Peoria Public Schools Foundation is an independent, community-governed, 501(c) (3) foundation 

raising and managing private charitable support to ensure excellence for each student of Peoria Public 

Schools to achieve full potential.   

Where we started.  

The PPS Foundation was first established in 1992, incorporated in 1998 as an Illinois not-for-profit, and 

restructured as an independent charity in 2007.  We are applying private philanthropy to achieve 

maximum return for the Peoria Public Schools, the largest and most critical public investment in Central 

Illinois. 

What we believe.  

In the past five years, the PPS Foundation has dramatically expanded its programming and activity to 

achieve the fundamental purpose of helping each student in Peoria Public Schools achieve his or her 

maximum potential. Our donors believe in incremental private investment in good teaching, technology, 

and experiential learning, and see these areas as key to student achievement.   

What we do.  

The PPS Foundation raises money, manages donations, builds relationships, and implements 

programming devoted to helping students beyond the capacity of district resources.    

 

 

 

 



Peoria Public Schools Foundation 

 

Our programs. 

The Right Now Fund is our annual operational fund. The name says everything about the urgency of our 

purpose.  Since its creation in 2012, the Right Now Fund has raised $150,000 in mostly unrestricted 

general operating support.  The Right Now Fund has been consistent in reaching an annual goal.  

RIGHT NOW ANNUAL FUND 

Performance  2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

  N/A    $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 

Projected     2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

  $55,000 $60,000 $70,000 $75,000 $75,000 

 

The Horizons Club is a program of the Peoria Public Schools Foundation that brings role models into the 

schools to inspire students to see what can be on their own horizons. Created in 2014, Horizons Club 

helps middle school students develop a future vision through the career mentors and role models.  We 

believe research is clear that if a student knows where education can lead them, they will work harder 

to invest themselves in their success.   

HORIZONS CLUB 

Year   ‘14  ‘14-‘15  ‘15-‘16  ‘16-‘17  ‘17-‘18  ‘18-‘19 

Schools  3  5  14  14  14  14 

Mentors  30  120  150  150  150  150  

Students # 60  400  500  500  500  500  

Summer     50  100  100  100 

 

Special Events like the Golf Outing raise money for the operations of the foundation and bring 

stakeholders together. The Peoria Public Schools Foundations strived to create a new event to help 

connect the community leadership to the district and raise additional money for foundation grants.  

   2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

Golf Outing  $45,000 $50,000 $50,000 $55,000 $55,000 

365 Breakfast  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  $10,000 

 

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Golf Outing  60,000  60,000  60,000  60,000  60,000 

365 Breakfast  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000 
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Our five-year achievements. 

In the past five years, the Peoria Public Schools Foundation has achieved some important milestones. 

FUND-RAISING  

 Golf Outing Enhancements. Organized golf outing increasing participation and revenue by 10%.  

 Right Now Fund.  Created an annual fund the “Right Now Fund.” This fund-raising effort utilizes 

three annual mailings, raising $50,000 per year.  

 Barton Gift.  Worked with the Barton’s to secure a trust gift (CLAT) 15 year commitment 

$20k/annually. ($300k) 

 Emergency Funds. Administered emergency funding requests giving approximately $4,500 

annually to students in need. 

 Clothes for Kids.  Through grants and fund raising, $50k was raised to fund clothing outreach 

program, providing thousands of students from all schools uniforms and basic needs. 

 Endowments.  Managed five special endowment fund disbursements annually.  

 365 Club Breakfast.  New event, established this year targeting new audience of stakeholders. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 Secured New Location.  Moved the foundation offices to a new, donated location in Junction 

City, convenient and attractive to donors and volunteers.   

 Scholarships.  Three new scholarships have been established. 

 Increased Staff. Recruited, hired and managed two employees, part-time foundation assistant 

and Horizons Club Coordinator. 

 Volunteerism.  The foundation has grown the number of volunteers for events and programs 

during the past five years.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 New Website.  Secured a donation from Converse Marketing to design a new website which is 

maintained in house and used to disseminate information.  

 Social Media. Created a Facebook page attracting 350+ followers to date.  

 Expanded Media Coverage. Articles published - IBI, Remarkable Times, Peoria Journal Star and 

Illinois Public Media. 

 Billboards. Partnered with Adams Outdoor to secure billboard promoting the foundation.   

 Software Upgrades.  Installed E-tapestry for donor management and Scholar Select for 

scholarship management.  

 E-Newsletter. Wrote, designed and distributed Impact, the bi-monthly e-newsletter. 

 



 

More five-year achievements. 

 

PROGRAMS & PEOPLE 

 

 Horizons Club. Created and managed career and college readiness program. Horizons Club is 

impacting students directly during the school day, during lunch time or before or after school.  

 Board Leadership.  Recruited new Foundation Board members who are passionate for serving to 

achieve our goals.   

 Collaborations. Created collaborative efforts to support CFCI and Quest Charter Academy, 

currently working with The Peoria Park District and Nature Conversancy on a Youth Engagement 

program, and a potential transformative partnership with the Junior League of Peoria in regards 

to investing in the Adopt-A-School program. 

 Classroom Grants.  Coordinated the annual classroom grant program, awarding more than 75 

grants in the past five years and following up on each grant to fine tune the effectiveness.  

Nearly a quarter of a million dollars has been disbursed since the Classroom Grant Program’s 

inception.   

 Donor Calls.  Each year, more than 20 donor calls are made in person to increase fundraising 

efforts. 

 Community Relations. Communicated with principals, counselors, BOE, Rotary Clubs, Service 

organizations to build relationships, enhance awareness of Foundation activities, programs and 

opportunities.  

 

Our future goals.  
 

We strive to achieve five improvements in the next five years.  

 

 Create a new and improved Mission and Vision. 

 Grow Right Now Fund. Expand the Right Now Fund donor and prospect list by 10%.  

 Recruit board members.  Seek dedicated and philanthropically capable board members.  

 Expand use of our new office.  Hold receptions, meetings, and volunteer events to attract more 

people to become involved with the foundation.  

 Grow the 365 Breakfast.  Expand the new 365 Breakfast, adding additional members to increase 

revenue.   

 Planned Giving Program.  Offer a planned giving option to donors in 2016. 

 

 

 


